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Laurel, Maryland

Goals of meeting: 

-Present preliminary synthesis of USGS Chesapeake Bay findings 

-Present future science directions for USGS Chesapeake Bay Studies

-Interact with partners to better utilize findings and identify opportunities to conduct joint studies. 
Thursday, May 12: Overview and implications of current USGS Chesapeake Bay studies (8:30-5pm)
8:30-9:30 a.m. Meeting Check in, Poster Set Up, coffee and pastries
9:30-10:15 am Session 1: Overview of USGS findings (2000-2005) and implications 

9:30-9:45 Welcome and Goals of Meeting (Dave Russ, USGS Regional Executive for Mid-Atlantic)
9:45-10:15 Overview of current findings of USGS Chesapeake Bay studies and implications (Scott Phillips)

10:15-11:45 Session 2: Synthesis of Land Use and Water-Quality Findings Moderator: Tom Armstrong, USGS. Each presentation will be a total of 20 minutes which includes 15 minutes for the presentation and 5 minutes for questions. The presentations will focus on summarizing USGS findings, implications for restoration of the Bay and its watershed, and how the results have been used to date.  
Human activities and changes in land-use patterns: Peter Claggett

Sediment sources, storage, and transport in the Chesapeake Bay watershed: Allen Gellis

Near-shore sediment sources and deposition in the Bay: Mike Langland
Nutrient sources and transport in the Bay watershed: Jeff Raffensperger 
Information delivery to support the nutrient-reduction strategies: John Brakebill
11:45-1:15 Lunch and poster session
1:15-2:45 p.m.:  Session 3: Synthesis of Findings for Vital habitats and Aquatic-Dependent Living Resources

Moderator: Jack Waide, USGS Each presentation will be a total of 20 minutes which includes 15 minutes for the presentation and 5 minutes for questions. The presentations will focus on summarizing USGS findings, implications for restoration of the Bay and its watershed, and how the results have been used to date.
Long-term changes in the Bay ecosystem: Debra Willard

Factors affecting water clarity and submerged aquatic vegetation: Nancy Rybicki 

Overview of wetland changes and restoration: Don Cahoon 
Overview of fish health and disease: Vicki Blazer

2:45-3:15 p.m.: Break (and posters on display)
3:15-4:15 Session 3: Synthesis of Findings for Vital habitats and Aquatic-Dependent Living Resources (Con’t)
Status of diamondback terrapin: Paula Henry 

Contaminants exposure and effects on ospreys and other vertebrates: Barnett Rattner
Overview of waterbirds in the Chesapeake Bay: Matt Perry 
4:15-5:00 Panel discussion: Application of USGS findings for restoration decisions and relevance to partners.
Panel members will give their assessment of how the USGS findings have (or have not) been used to help with policy and restoration decisions, and ideas for improving the use of the findings. 

Moderator: Suzette Kimball, Eastern Region Director of USGS (Confirmed)
Rich Batiuk, US Environmental Protection Agency (Confirmed)
Kevin Sellner, Chesapeake Research Consortium (Confirmed) 
John Wolflin, US Fish and Wildlife Service (Confirmed) 
Lowell Bahner, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (Confirmed)
Frank Dawson, Maryland Department of Natural Resources (Confirmed)
5:00 pm Adjourn for Day 1
Friday, May 13: 8:30-3:30pm USGS and Partner Sessions for Planning Future USGS Chesapeake Bay Science Directions
A draft of the USGS Chesapeake Bay science plan, 2006-2011, will be distributed to participants in advance of the meeting. The sessions will focus on the USGS Science Goals and the potential activities that could be carried out by the USGS in partnership with other agencies and institutions. Some of the discussion topics for each session include: (a) monitoring and modeling (b) science needed to improve diagnostic tools (predictive models and forecasting tools), (c) opportunities for synthesis and improvement of environmental indicators, and (d) identification of highest opportunities for science partnerships.
8:30-9:00 Check in, coffee and pastries (posters on display)
9:00-9:45 Overview of future science directions (Dave Russ and Scott Phillips)  
Dave Russ will discuss the goals of the sessions and themes. 

Scott Phillips will provide an overview of the revised science goals and potential USGS activities and partnerships
9:45-10:45 Session 1: The impact of human activities on land use 
Review of issues and potential USGS activities: Peter Claggett, USGS
Overview of the Resource Lands Assessment, current partner efforts, and opportunities for the USGS: Carin Bisland (USEPA, Associate Director of the Chesapeake Bay Program) (Confirmed)
Discussion of potential science activities and partnerships (Moderator: Scott Phillips)
10:45-11:45 Session 2: Factors affecting water quality in the watershed and delivery to the estuary
Review of issues and potential USGS activities: Doug Moyer, USGS 
Overview of the tributary strategies and restoration activities, current partner efforts, and opportunities for the USGS: Tom Simpson-University of Maryland (Confirmed)
Discussion of potential science activities and partnerships (Moderator: Scott Phillips)

11:45-1:00 Lunch (and posters on display) 

1-2:00 Session 3: Function of near-shore areas on water quality in the estuary and providing habitat for aquatic-dependent living resources 
Review of issues and potential USGS activities: Nancy Rybicki, USGS
Current status and future plans for addressing water-quality conditions and restoration Rich Batiuk-CBP (Confirmed)
Current status and future plans for addressing wetlands and stream corridors-Jennifer Greiner, FWS (Confirmed) 
Discussion of potential science partnerships (Moderator: Scott Phillips)
2:00-3:00 Session 4: Synthesize and deliver information to assess, forecast, and restore the Bay ecosystem 
Review of issues and overview of potential USGS activities: Scott Phillips, USGS 
Overview and plans for environmental and restoration indictors for the Chesapeake Bay Ecosystem-Bill Dennison (Confirmed) 
Discussion of potential science partnerships (Moderator: Scott Phillips)
3:00-3:30 Closing comments and next steps (Scott Phillips and Dave Russ) 
3:30 Adjourn
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