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Figure 3.    Priority agricultural watersheds were computed by Chesapeake Bay Program partners using nutrient SPARROW model results. 
The identification of priority agricultural watersheds helped to direct Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund grants to areas that contribute 
the greatest yields of total nitrogen and total phosphorus to Chesapeake Bay (National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 2012). This and other 
similar maps allow Government agencies and nonprofit groups to focus limited resources where they are likely to have the greatest impact.
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A priority agricultural watershed is any 12-digit
hydrologic unit code (HUC-12) watershed in
which the total nitrogen or total phosphorus yield
to the tidal Chesapeake Bay from 80 percent
or more of the land area is in the uppermost
25 percent for the State or basinwide. For an
explanation of hydrologic units, see U.S.
Geological Survey (1998). For additional 
details on Spatially Referenced Regression 
on Watershed Attributes (SPARROW) analysis, 
see Ator and others (2011). For selected model 
input data, see U.S. Geological Survey (2011b). 
For Chesapeake Bay Program map usage 
policies, see Chesapeake Bay Program (2012) 
at http://www.chesapeakebay.net/terms.
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